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<could not hinder himself from saying. This letter was simply
for Grimaldo as the letter of M. le Due d'Orldans was simply
for the King of Spain. The last was even weaker than the
first. It was like a design in pencil nearly effaced by the rain,
-and in which nothing connected appeared. It scarcely toxiched
upon the real point, but lost itself in respects, in reservations,
in deference, and would propose nothing that was not accord-
ing to the taste of the King! In a word the letter with-
drew rather than advanced, and was a sort of ease-conscience
which could not be refused, and which did not promise much
•success.
It is easy to understand that these letters much displeased
me. Although I had anticipated all the malice of Cardinal
Dubois, I found it exceeded my calculations, and that it was
more undisguised than I imagined it would be.
Such as the letters were I was obliged to make use of them.
The Abb4 de Saint-Simon wrote to Grimaldo and to Sartine,
enclosing these letters, for I myself did not yet dare to write
•on account of the precautions I was obliged to use against the
bad air. Sartine and Grimaldo, to whom I had not confided
my suspicions that these recommendations would be in a very
weak tone, were thrown into the utmost surprise on reading
them.
They argued together, they were indignant, they searched for
•a bias to strengthen that which had so much need of strength,
"but this bias could not be found; they consulted together, and
Grimaldo formed a bold resolution, which astonished me to the
last degree, and much troubled me also.
He came to the conclusion that these letters would assuredly
do me more harm than good; that they must be suppressed,
never spoken of to the King, who must be confirmed without
them in the belief that in according me these favours he would
confer upon M. le Due d'Orleans a pleasure, all the greater,
because he saw to what point extended all his reserve in not
speaking to him about this matter, and mine in not asking
for these favours through his royal highness, as there was every
reason to believe I should do. Grimaldo proposed to draw from

